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- Thank you IVlr PreSIdent

The. UK strongly Welcomes the report of the OHCHR |nvest|gat|on on Sri Lanka We
are grateful to the High Commlssmner hiS statf and all Who contnbuted to it

The report sets out a range of extremely grave human nghts VIolatrons and abuses

© ‘committed by all S|des in the confllct Whlle this account will be dn‘ficult for many m '

Sri Lanka, it was essential for the Councrl to have seen it and for the people of‘Srl _

. 'l_anka Wlthout facts there can be nolustlce no end to |mpun1ty and no -

recongciliation. \Ne therefore Welcome the report‘s conciuslons and recommendatlons

" They provrde an lmportant basis for Sri Lanka and all those’ atfected by the conflict
and |ts aftermath to look to the future. - | '

- We are encouraged by the |n1t|el steps taken by the government smce January S

towards accountabllrty and reconcrllatlon 1o address the legacy of the conﬂlct -

' Posrtlve measures such as the replacement of mllltary govemors in the north and _

east wrth cr\nhans the return of land foa number of war—dlsplaced famllles and a '7 -
' commltment to dlsengage the milltary from commerCIaI actl\nty will make an

. lmportant difference. '

. We weIcome the many comments made by Sn Lankan Forelgn Nllnlster |

i Samaraweera in his opening address to this sessmn in particular, his government’
7 plans for developmg a process of reconcallat:on Seekrng the truth ensurrng jUSthe
rrprowdmg reparatmns and ensunng non recurrence are essent|al We are also

) pteased by hss commitments . on the Natlonal Human nghts Commlssmn natlonal
r'and international legal steps on Enforced D|sappearances and on malntalmng the
_ moratonum on the death penalty_wrth a view to its ulfimate abol_ztlon. R

I




We warm[y welcome the constructlve approach that the government of Sri Lanka has
taken dunng thiS session to agreelng a consensual resolution. R

However, the UK recognises that this resolution is not an end irf itself, but the start of
a process that wil require commltment from all parties if it is to dellver meanmgful
reconcrllatlon and long term peace and stab:llty in Sn Lanka

With this in'mind the UK reaffirms today its commitment fo éLipportinga!I Sri
Lankans in thelr efforta to overcome the legacy of the past and aliowmg the country
to fulfil 1ts huge potentlal We urge others m thls Couno|l and the W[der mternatlonal

. communlty tOjOIn us sn domg s0.

. Thankyou




